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Purpose: 
 

To provide members of the Hamden Police Department with guidelines for the handling of incidents 

involving explosives and bomb threats in a safe manner.  

 
Policy:  
 

Only members of the Connecticut State Police, Emergency Services Unit, Appropriate Municipal 

Department or an Armed Forces E.O.D. Unit will move or handle any explosives or bombs brought to 

the attention of the Police or Fire Departments, with the exception of fireworks, unless the quantity of 

fireworks creates a special hazard.  

Procedures  

 

Procedures  
 

1. Desk Officer/Communications Technician Responsibility  

 
a. If the threat is received directly to this department the dispatcher or desk officer will utilize the "bomb 

check list" to obtain as much information as possible  

 
b. If the call is received at the place of the threat the desk officer should contact the establishment and 

talk to the person who received the threat. Again the "bomb check list" should be utilized to obtain as 

much information as possible. 

 
c. The above information will be relayed to the on scene supervisor by telephone, MDT, or hand 

delivered. This information will not be broadcast over the air except in an extreme emergency.  

 

2. Response to bomb threats  

 

Responses will be made on a routine, non emergency rate of speed unless otherwise ordered by a 

supervisor  

 
a. All bomb threats will be dispatched using the appropriate dispatch code and if available the time frame 

of the detonation  



 

 

3. Units responding will cease radio transmissions before arriving at the scene to avoid the possibility 

of detonating the device by spurious radio emissions. 

 

4. A supervisor will also be dispatched to the scene to take command  

 

5. Dispatch will notify the Fire Commander of the situation so he will be aware of the situation in the 

event the Fire Department is needed  

 

a. Under most circumstances the Fire Department will not be dispatched to the initial call  

 

6. The decision to evacuate any building will be made by the manager or person in charge of the 

building. In any school, this decision shall be made by the principal or his/her designee.  

 

7. Evacuation, if ordered, should always be complete. Doors and windows should be secured  

to avoid unauthorized entry. Where practicable a count should be made to assure all persons have left 

the building  

 

8. If a search is to be made it will be done with employees of the building  

 

a. Have employees look for unfamiliar items or items that seem out of place  

 

b. All areas where a bomb could be hidden should be searched. Special attention should be given to 

those areas that are accessible to the public  

 

c. The search should be done from the outside in. (The exterior first followed by the interior of the 

building. 

 

d. If a time of detonation has been given, all searchers will leave the building 30 minutes before the 

alleged time and not return for 30 minutes after the time. The decision to return to the building shall 

remain with the person in charge of the facility. 

 

9. If a suspect item is discovered it is not to be approached or handled. 

 
a. Do not cover the device with a bomb blanket. 

b. A call to an Explosive Ordinance Disposal agency will be made. The call will be placed by personnel in 

Central Communications 

c. Once the call has been made the area will be secured until the arrival of the bomb technicians. 

 

Upon arrival they will make the determination on how to remove the device. 

 

a. The control of the immediate scene will be under the bomb technician coordinated through the on 

scene supervisor.  

 

10. Found Explosives  



 

 

a. Any explosives found within the Town of Hamden will not be removed until the arrival of a certified 

bomb technician who will make the determination on the removal. 

 

b. Whenever any device or explosives are located the A.T.F. in New Haven shall also be notified.  

 

11. Bomb Dogs  

 

If an on scene supervisor determines the use of a bomb dog would be required, contact can be made 

with Hamden’s EDT K-9 Unit, New Haven Police ESU or Connecticut State Police Emergency 

Services Unit 

 

  



 

Appendix 

 

Radio Discipline at bomb scenes 

 

• Radio Frequency Energy (RFE) Radio transmissions should be kept at a minimum to lessen the 

possibility of initiating the explosive device. RF energy has the possibility of interfering with remote 

control devices and causing them to function. Many first responder radios are also not intrinsically safe.  

 

Once explosive indicators are identified or suspected at a scene, individuals should, as rapidly as the 

situation allows, withdraw themselves and the public to a safe perimeter, make communications, and 

contact their bomb technicians for proper handling of the scene. Only qualified bomb techs should be 

assessing bona fide suspicious packages and vehicles 

 

Bomb Stand-Off Data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 


